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The Nature of Language

⚫ Language is an organic entity.

⚫ Language is a common phenomenon.

⚫ Language is a riddle, jammed into a puzzle, 

wrapped up in an enigma.

⚫ Language rises up in environments that 

respect its nature.
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Approach vs. Method

⚫ Approach: The sum total of what you 

believe about language acquisition; your 

‘Organizing Principles’.

⚫ Method: The sum total of instructional  

techniques that you deploy in your 

classroom to transmit language and culture.



REFLECTION: Is it realistic to expect   

everyone in a given language department to 

teach the same way? … If not, where can we 

find common ground professionally? 
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The Principled Approach (TPA)
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THE PRINCIPLED APPROACH (TPA)

“Simply stated, The Principled Approach (TPA) invites language 

departments not to necessarily agree on methods, but rather 

unanimity of beliefs. It invites language departments to establish 

common ground by creating their own set of 'organizing 

principles'. These are not opinion statements, but rather 

statements of beliefs rooted in research, particularly pertaining to 

Applied Linguistics. They are intelligent affirmations that clearly 

and succinctly state what the department believes about language 

acquisition. In essence, once a given language department can 

agree philosophically, it makes no difference what methods are 

employed, as long as those methods support, and eventually 

deliver, the departmental organizing principles.” … De Mado
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10 ORGANIZING PRINCIPLES FOR 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

1. Language is primarily self-selected, not   

imitated.

2. Language is acquired, not taught or learned.

3. Language is a problem-solving device. To 

ignore this  fact during instruction causes  

language to become the problem.

4. Renovation is a byproduct of ownership.

5. A child will not exceed, in L2, the ability he or 

she has in L1.
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10 ORGANIZING PRINCIPLES FOR 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

6. Linguistic accuracy is a destination, not a point of  

departure.

7. Grammar and syntax minimize the potential for 

miscommunication.

8. Linguistic accuracy assures that the largest number of us 

shall have the best opportunity to understand one  another

9. The conventions (rules) of a given language must not 

impede the invention of that language.

10. People who communicate take risks. There is an intimate 

relationship between language acquisition and the amount 

of risk-taking, vulnerability and intuition encouraged.
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Be Inspired! 
                                Input is always comprehensible.   

                                Navigate with vocabulary. 

                                Students self-select language based on their linguistic needs & interests.                                                  

                                Proficiency is the goal. 

                                Instructors are risk-takers too. 

                                Risk-taking is nurtured and supported. 

                                Errors are a positive step in language learning. 

                                                     *Based on John De Mado’s The Principled Approach 
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1. Language is primarily 

self-selected, not imitated. 
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Imitation
Certain aspects of language are imitated …
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Self-Selection of Language



How would this look in the 

Classroom?

16



17

ENCOURAGE RISK-TAKING, VULNERABILITY, INTUITION

PLEASE ADD THIS TO YOUR RUBRICS!

.  Risk-Taking: The willingness to confront 
more language than that which you 
presently own.

· Vulnerability: The willingness to err for 
the broader goal of communication.

· Intuition: The ability to sift for meaning.
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Closing Thought

“Come to the edge, he said.

They said: We are afraid.

Come to the edge, he said.

They came.

He pushed them and they flew.”

-Guillaume Apollinaire
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